
 

Grade 3 Expectations for Social Studies  
Unit 2: Geographical Concepts of Missouri, the Nation, and 

the World 
7 Weeks 

4. Knowledge of economic concepts and principles (E)  

A. Knowledge of basic economic concepts  

3.E.4.A.a Compare and contrast private and public goods and services.  

● Identify and explain public goods and services.  
● Distinguish among natural, capital and human resources. 

3.E.4.A.b Distinguish among natural, capital and human resources.  

3.E.4.A.c Define economy.  

B. Understanding the consequences of economic decisions  

3.E.4.B Conduct a public cost-benefit analysis.  

C. Understanding various types of taxes and their purposes  

3.E.4.C Define taxes and explain how taxes are generated and used.  

● Identify taxes that students experience, such as sales taxes  
● List how tax moneys are used, who benefits from tax-supported services and who pays 

for these services 

D. Factors that influence the economy  

3.E.4.D Explain the factors, past and present, that influence changes in our  state’s  economy 
(technology, movement  of  people, resources, etc.).  

 

5. Knowledge of major elements of geographical study and analysis and their relationship to changes in 
society and the environment (EG)  

A. Reading and constructing maps  

3.EG.5.A Read and construct historical and current maps.  

B. Understanding the concept of location to make predictions and solve problems  

3.EG.5.B.a Name and locate major cities, rivers, regions, & border states of Missouri.  

● Identify and locate the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers.  
● Locate and identify the states bordering Missouri on a map.  



3.EG.5.B.b Describe and use absolute location using a grid system.  

C. Understanding the concept of place  

3.EG.5.C.a Identify and compare physical characteristics of Missouri, such as climate, 
topography, relationship to water and ecosystems.  

● Describe various ecosystems in Missouri and the world and what physical factors cause 
them to be as they are 

3.G.5.C.b Describe human characteristics of Missouri (such as population composition, 
architecture, kinds of economic and recreational activities, transportation and 
communication networks, etc.).  

● Explain why people living in different places (cities, suburbs, towns, villages) and 
specializing in different ways of making a living have a need to interact with each other 

D. Relationships within places (Human-Environment Interactions)  

3.EG.5.D Describe how people of Missouri are affected by, depend on, adapt to and change their 
physical environments in the past and in the present  

E. Understanding relationships between and among places  

3.EG.5.E Describe how changes in communication and transportation technologies  affect 
people’s  lives;  

F. Understanding relationships between and among regions  

3.EG.5.F.a Identify regions in Missouri.  

● Identify examples of different regions (e.g., urban, rural, recreational area, 
wheat-producing region, business district) 

3.EG.5.F.b Compare regions in Missouri  

G. Using geography to interpret, explain and predict  

3.EG.5.G. Explain how geography affected important events in Missouri history.  

● Use geography to interpret the past (e.g., why rivers have played an important role in 
human transportation) and predict future consequences (e.g., what will likely happen if 
the population of a city increases considerably) 

 

 


