
 

 

Grade 2 Expectations for Social Studies  
 

Unit 3: Responsibilities of Government Leaders 

 

 
 

1. Knowledge of the principles expressed in documents shaping constitutional democracy in the United 
States (PC)  

B. Purposes and principles of the Constitution  

2. PC.1.B Explain and give examples of how laws and rules are made and changed within the 
community.  

● Explain and apply the concept of majority rule.  
● Explain the importance of promoting the common good 

2. Knowledge of principles and processes of governance systems (GS)  

C. Processes of governmental systems in decision making  

2.GS.2.C Distinguish the responsibilities and powers of government officials at various levels and 
branches of government in authoritative decision making.  

● Describe how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted within local 
communities 

D. Functions of governmental systems  

2.GS.2.D Identify and explain the functions of the three branches of government.  

5. Knowledge of major elements of geographical study and analysis and their relationship to changes in 
society and the environment (EG)  

A. Reading and constructing maps  

2.EG.5.A.a Read and construct maps with title and key.  

7. Knowledge of the use of tools of social science inquiry (TS)  

A. Identify, select, analyze and evaluate resources to create a product of social science inquiry  

2.TS.7.A.a Describe and analyze primary and secondary social  studies’  sources in classroom 
discussion with guidance and support.  

● Identify and select visual, graphic and auditory aids (graphs and charts)  



● Identify, select and use primary and secondary sources (diaries, letters, people, 
interviews, journals and photos. 

2.TS.7.A.b Select and use artifacts to share information on social studies’ topics. 

● Identify and select artifacts (building structures and materials, works of art 
representative of cultures, fossils, pottery, tools, clothing, musical instruments) 

D. Conducting and presenting research with appropriate resources  

2.TS.7.D Share findings about a topic.  

E. Developing a research plan and identifying resources  

2.TS.7.E.a Develop  supporting questions  about social  studies’  topics, with assistance.  

● Identify and select library and media resources (electronic resources, dictionaries, 
encyclopedias, videos, periodicals, atlases, telephone directories, and books) 

2.TS.7.E.b Describe a process to answer those questions  


