
4th Grade Social Studies 
Unit 1 

 

Missouri Learning Standards 

1. Knowledge of the principles expressed in documents shaping constitutional democracy in the 
United States (PC)  

A. Purposes and principles of the Declaration of Independence  

4.PC.1.A With assistance, read and analyze the text of the Declaration of Independence to 
determine important principles that it contains including inalienable rights, government by the 
consent of the governed and the redress of grievances.  

● State the main purposes of the Declaration of  Independence  

B. Purposes and principles of the Constitution  

4.PC.1.B.a Explain the weaknesses inherent in the Articles of Confederation that led to the 
Constitution.  

4.PC.1.B.b Explain the major purpose of the Constitution.  

4.PC.1.B With assistance, research and analyze the text of the U.S. Constitution to determine 
important principles such as limited government, rule of law, majority rules, minority rights, 
separation of powers, checks and balances and popular sovereignty.  

C. Purposes and principles of the Bill of Rights  

4.PC.1.C.a Explain the major purpose of the Bill of Rights.  

● Identify rights included in the Bill of Rights, including freedoms of religion, speech, press; to 
assemble peacefully; to petition the government; and to be treated fairly by the 
government. 

4.PC.1.C.b With assistance, research and analyze the text of the U.S. Constitution to determine 
important principles such as limited government, rule of law, majority rules, minority rights, 
separation of powers, checks and balances and popular sovereignty.  

D. Role of citizens and governments in carrying out constitutional principles  

4.PC.1.D Examine ways by which citizens have effectively voiced opinions, monitored 
government, and brought about change both past and present.  

E. Character Traits and Civic Attitudes of Significant Individuals  

4.PC.1.E Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of significant individuals up through 
Colonial Times.  



4th Grade Social Studies 

F. Knowledge of the symbols of our state and nation  

4.PC.1.F Recognize and explain the significance of national symbols associated with historical 
events and time periods being studied.  

 

 

 
 
 

 


